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hopes that it will be for the good of Italy, which it looks
on as its religion.3
And so it was that it contributed three and a half millions
towards the march on Rome.1
Mussolini did not want the question of the freemasons
raised just then, because, though he did not want to alienate
them, he was equally unwilling to appear to favour them
in case he should alienate the Vatican and check the
Popolari3 s drift to the right. As early as September 19
a group of eight Popolari senators had sent a letter to Don
Sturzo emphasizing the impossibility of any collaboration
with the socialists : c It is worth while reaffirming once again
one's conviction that there are unions so lacking in all the
most sacred and vital principles of social life that they cannot
be tolerated and still less invited,' A month later, on
October 21, the National Council of the Italian Popolare Party
issued an appeal to the country, which, although it con-
tained vigorous and even courageous declarations in favour of
liberty and democracy, nevertheless reflected on the whole
the general turn to the right taken by all political forces in
the country after the end of August. It was in favour of new
elections, but in c the atmosphere of liberty through which
alone the sovereignty of the people can be made clear ', and
on the basis of proportional representation, which Mussolini,
Giolitti and Nitti wanted to abolish. The elections must
turn on * the policy of financial recovery and the willingness
of the new forces that have grown up in the nation to rally
to the constitution and give up their hankering for rebellion
and armed organization'. This 'centrist3 appeal of the
Popolari passed almost unnoticed, for the authority of the
party was diminished by the numerous communications
from the Vatican. The Italian press published almost at the
same time a letter sent out by Cardinal Gasparri, a secretary
of state, to the ecclesiastical authorities, which in the circum-
stances seemed to disavow the Popolari:
c Your Most Illustrious and Most Reverend Lordships
are aware that recently the Holy See has been accused
1 Eugenio Chiesa, a freemason and one time deputy, revealed in 1926 that
a group of high officials of the order had spent three and a half millions in
contributing to the cost of the march on Rome,